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Association of 
the Churches 
of God  
in Oregon and  
Southwest  
Washington 

Summer IMPACT! Change the World! 

 
 

Christian Women Connection 
Fall Retreat 

See Page 12 

ñNote this: As soon as you get into the church-building business, you take your eye off 
the ball of the change-the-world-business. There are all kinds of people who know how 
to build churches. But Jesus will change the world.ò -Jim Lyon 
 

The Association of the Church of God in Oregon and SW Washingtonôs Summer 
IMPACT! (fomerly Campmeeting, Summer Celebration) kicked off with Lynchwoodôs 
Gospel Praise Vocal 
Band Sunday evening, 
July 23, at Warner Pacific 
College.  

Featuring Rev. Jim Lyon 
(General Director for the 
Church of God) as guest 
speaker, and 
missionaries, Bobby and 
Jenny Mihsill, Cote 
dôIvoire, Africa, the four-
day event focused on a 
study of Mark 3. 

Sunday eveningôs 
worship service was packed. ñHonestly, Iôm so 
thankful to be invited into this mix,ò says Lyon, 
ñThe Lord is stirring the pot. Okay, Iôm in 
Oregon, not that kind of potðbut souls.ò 

Jim Lyonôs pithy quick wit, eloquent speech, 
unequalled storytelling and powerfully 
convicting instruction masterfully meshed to 
bring the message: ñWe are not in the church-
building business; we are in the change-the 
world business!ò 

With a challenge for reclamation rather than 
reformation, Lyon stressed, ñThe Church needs 
to be in a season of definitive action...If we do 
not...whatôs going to happen to our world, our 
families?ò 

ñJesus is not looking to find fault. Heôs looking 
to enter a broken place, and make it 
transformed.ò 

ñBam. Pow. Smack!ò It promised to be a great 
week of significant impact. 

Along with activities for children and youth, 
conferences, leadership meetings and lunches 
were scheduled throughout the week, including 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нύ 
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a ladiesô Hawaiian theme luncheon held 
at Lents-Gilbert Church of God on 
Wednesday, July 26. 

Casey Graves, Young Adult Pastor at 
Vancouver Church, served as Conference 
Leader for the event. IMPACT Talk 
sessions were led by Randy Archer, 
Jenny Marble Elliot, and Nathan Dunbar. 

Following the opening meeting, a 
reception was held in WPôs McGuire 
Auditorium to officially welcome the 
Associationôs new District Pastor, Jerry 
Davisson, and his wife, Kris. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

Jerry and Kris Davisson 

Summer IMPACT! Change the World! 

Photo courtesy Jon Nutter 

25 Years of Ordained Ministry  
Jerry Davisson  
Monica Monroe  
Monica Phillippi  
Mary Ross  
 

40 Years of Ordained Ministry  
Hazel Brown  
Ray Cotton  
Michael Kernutt  
 

Recently Retired Ministers 
Les Bailey 
Doug Dougherty 
Gary Hood 
Frank Yerden 
 

In Loving Memory 
Athur Eikamp 
Samuel Hooker 
Peter Howland 

MINISTERSô RECOGNITIONðJuly 26, 2017  

50 Years of Ordained Ministry  
Charlie Gray, John Good, Carl Buckle, Lorin Myers  
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Enjoy these glimpses of a variety of happenings at Summer IMPACT!   
What a great week of worship, connections, mission, motivation. Bam! Pow! Smack! 

 

ñIf Jesus has not 
taken you 
somewhere 

youôve never been, 
youôre probably 
not traveling 
with Him.ò 

 

-Jim Lyon 
Summer Impact! 
July 25, 2017 
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IMPACT! Talks with Randy Archer, 
Nathan Dunbar and Jenny Elliot 

Missions with Jenny Mihsill 

Summer IMPACT! Planning Session 

Above: Youth Return from Blue Lake; Below: Lunch 

Above: Ministry Cohort Conversations  
Below: Child Care during Worship Service 

Rick Cunnington and team lead worship 

Pictionary at The Gathering Place 
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Casey Graves, Vancouver 
Principles about ñGrowing Youngò 

Longview, Scappoose Youth, 
Beach Trip 

Photos courtesy Diane Harlow 

Marshall Snider 
Youth Speaker 

Irish Dinner with Jim Lyon 
sharing his life story 

Above, right: District Pastor Jerry Davisson 
Below: Annual Business Meeting, McGuire Auditorium 

Pastor Martin Shrout 
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THE PURPOSE of The Association of the Churches of God in Oregon and SW Washington is to: 

¶ Conduct business as the legally-incorporated body of the Association of the Churches of God in Oregon, Inc. 

¶ Provide assistance to Oregon and Southwest Washington congregations and be a channel through which local 
congregations shall be mobilized to fulfill our united vision and  
mission. 

 

THE VISION of The Association  is for every believer to fulfill the mandate of the Great Commission, the Great 
Commandments, and the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

 

THE MISSION of The Association is to: 

¶ Create and maintain ministries that will strengthen, encourage, supplement, and promote local congregations of The 
Association; 

¶ Inspire commitment to the teachings, mission, and theological perspectives of the Church of God, Anderson, Indiana; 

¶ Provide support for the development of healthy Church of God congregations. 

Discipleship: moving people from unbelief to belief 

As this issue 
goes to press, 
Summer 
IMPACT! is 
coming to a 
close. Iôve been 
filled with 
anticipation as 
the dates drew 
near, and have 
been praying 
for months that 
God would show up in a powerful way to draw us 
together in unity and purpose.  I will devote next 
monthôs article to my reflections of the event. 
However, this month I want to take some time to 
explore the Districtôs core value of discipleship.  

I grew up in the Church of God hearing a great 
deal about becoming a disciple of Jesus. I 
memorized Matthew 28:18-20 which says; ñThen 
Jesus came to them and said, óAll authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.ôò  

Growing up I got the impression that discipleship 
was something that happened in the church.  We 
had discipleship classes devoted to teaching what 
the Bible said. We had baptism services for those 
who were ready to identify themselves as a 
disciple of Jesus. However, there wasnôt much talk 
about going anywhere other than church. 
Missionaries were the ones called to go to the 
nations and make disciples.  

For me being a disciple consisted of following the 
rules and having my quiet time (neither of which I 
did a very good job at). Making disciples involved 
inviting my friends to church so they could learn 
about Jesus and learn to keep the rules like me. 
Discipleship was a church-centric activity. 
Discipleship was more a ñcome and seeò proposal 
and less of a ñgo and makeò adventure. This 
appeared to work well in Christendom, where the 
church held a place of honor in the center of the 
public square. It is not very effective in the post-
Christendom world we live in today, where the 
church has been pushed to the margins of society.  

Discipleship is about moving people from unbelief 
to belief in Jesus. If we hope to fulfill the mandate 
of Jesus, to make disciples, it is going to require 
you and me to once again GO. We are going to 
have to be intentional about seeking out and 
building genuine friendships with people in our 
neighborhoods, schools and jobs to name the most 
obvious places. We need to follow Jesusô example 
and hang out where not-yet-disciples (sinners) 
hang out, if we hope to bring the Kingdom of God 
into our communities. We are going to have to 
learn the lost art of listening, hospitality and 
presence as we move into our neighborhoods. We 
will need to be filled with the Spirit, working toward 
justice, full of grace and truth. In other words, we 
are going to have to be ready to practice the way 
of Jesus in all we do and say.  

Jesus truly is the subject! If we hope to impact our 
world we are going to have to take Jesus seriously 
and GO.  

Rev. Jerry Davisson 
District Pastor 
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Jewel of the Philippines Glistens in Office of the President  

          By Carl Stagner, Chogministries  

The E-CONTACT is a publication of the Church of God in Oregon and SW Washington 
PO Box 18000, Salem, OR 97305      503-393-3510  or  800-873-7729      www.orwacog.org 
Rev. Jerry Davisson, District Pastor             Kay Tira, Editorðcontacteditor@orwacog.org 

Submissions and news items for publication consideration are encouraged by the 15th of each month. 

Every child is a treasure in Godôs sight. Of this assertion, there is no discrepancy in the Church of God. As 
Jesus welcomed the children into his presence, congregations and individuals offer open arms to children all 
over the world, most of the time without even crossing an ocean. Through the child sponsorship ministry of 
the Church of God, individual and congregational reach is extended to parts of the world where hope for a 
brighter future is often only a dream. In this twenty-fifth year of ministry for Children of Promise, there is one 
Jewel that glistens especially bright, shining the light of Christ in church, community, and government. Sheôs 
living proof that dreams do come true. 

Jewel Leodones was five years old when she enrolled in the Grace 
Family Helper Project, a local program of Children of Promise 
based at a Church of God in the Philippines. Growing up in a 
fatherless household forced her mother to provide for the four 
children alone. But Jewelôs mother really wasnôt alone. The 
presence of a loving heavenly Father was made tangible through 
the ministry of Children of Promise and the Church of God. As a 
result of the thorough provision synonymous with Children of 
Promise, Jewel would be given food, school supplies and uniform, 
medical checkups, and even special birthday gifts from her 
sponsor. Jewel made a special visit to the Church of God 
Convention in Wichita this year, at which she made an important 
distinction about all these material provisions.  

ñLittle did I know that those dresses, pairs of shoes, etc., were not 
the most important thing I acquired because of the program,ò she 

reflects. ñIt is the effect of the people around me and the personal growth and development of each 
sponsored childéò Financial support is critical to the ministry of Children of Promise, but itôs only a vehicle for 
the hope of Jesus Christ. 

Church was, at first, a chore for Jewel. As a child, she 
recalls her mother giving a Sunday morning wake-up call 
that would put the most discordant alarm clock to shame. 
But a showing of the Passion of the Christ put lifeðand 
churchðin a new light. It wasnôt long before Jewel would 
rise before her motherôs voice rang out. The relationships 
and support of her sponsor and Children of Promise gave 
her a sense of self-reliance, productivity, and 
responsibility. Ultimately, Jewel would lead the worship 
team at church, teach Sunday school, and serve for a 
season as the national director for the Church of God 
youth fellowship in the Philippines. 

Sure, the Children of Promise program took care of 
Jewelôs basic needs as a child. Sure, the Children of 
Promise program offered opportunities that otherwise 
would have been unattainable. Indeed, the Children of 
Promise program helped Jewel receive a scholarship to 
attend college and graduate with a bachelor of arts in 
consular and diplomatic affairs. Thus, because of her aptitude and credentials, Jewel has now worked in the 
office of the President of the Philippines since 2015. But, when Jewel looks back, these experiences arenôt 
what really changed her life. ñI was not aware God was already molding me to be the person who I am today,ò 
she reflected as she shared her stories with Children of Promise supporters in North America. ñI want 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ уύ 
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Jewel Leodones speaks to the Church of 
God in North America  

Jewel with COP founders Sidney and Jean Johnson 
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everyone to know that the reason I have the confidence to stand and speak in front of all of you today is 
because I was molded and shaped like this by God and our church. It was the people around me, the 
Children of Promise-Philippineséò 

When considering how God has blessed her journey, 
Jewel takes it all in stride. ñItôs such a blessing to work in 
that office,ò she explains. ñI really have no words to 
explain how I feel.ò The truth is, Jewel is more concerned 
that children like her have the chance to know that they 
can dream dreams, tooðthat thereôs hope for them, as 
wellðthat they truly are children of promise. ñAs a former 
sponsored child, I wondered why,ò she reflects. ñWhy is 
this person supporting and helping me? Why me? What 
have I done to deserve this kindness and love? Little by 
little, I was able to answer my own questions. I saw 
Godôs grace.ò 

Today, the ministry of Children of Promise makes 
possible the sponsorship of nearly six hundred children 
in the Philippines. In fact, Children of Promise 
sponsorship covers 4,430 children in 29 countries today. 
There are so many more children, however, that need 
your love and support. Perhaps your sponsored child  
will be the next Jewel in the Philippines.  

Learn more about Children of Promise at www.echildrenofpromise.org. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 
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Jewel gives back today to the ministry  
that changed her life. 

http://www.echildrenofpromise.org/
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Look to the Hills: Camp White Branch 

Always a ñhappening place,ò here are a few pictures from Camp White Branch. Firefighters found a nice place 
to set up their tents in late June and early July. Check out the visiting deer. It was quiet over the 4th of July, 
and Mel Neu was able to get some primer painted on the ceiling of the big room. Camps started up, with Intro 
campers pictured here, along with directors Julie and RJ Jackson. Watch for pictures of Senior High, Middle 
School and Primary summer camps, as they are made available. 

Continue to pray for Camp White Branch and the 
activities at the beautiful location in the woods. We are 
blessed! Christian Women Connection is scheduled to 
attend in September (see page 9). 
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Julie and RJ Jackson pose with Intro Campers (July 8, 
2017): Jariah, Caleb, Eli, Natalie, Sydney, Kira, Jaela, 
Allison, Landon, and Elijah.  Julie says, ñI made sure 
they are all pumped up for Primary Camp 2018!ò 

Junior Camp at CWB. . . We had such an awesome 
week growing closer to God and to one another. It was 
wonderful getting to know all the kids and counselors 
and beginning new friendships with them. This week 
was full of spiritual growth, the growth of new and old 
friendships and a whole lot of fun. I love each and 
every one that was at camp this week.  #blessed  
 

Next Up: Middle School (7-8th) July31-Aug. 4, Beisleys 
Primary Camp (3-4th) Aug. 7-10, Karen Graham 


