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Association of 
the Churches 
of God  
in Oregon and  
Southwest  
Washington 

Association Bylaws 
and Budget Approved; 

New District Council Presented 
(See Page 4) 

The Lynchwood Brass Ensemble kicked off the Summer Celebration Sunday, July 26, 
with pre-service musical selections including Salvation Medley, Just a Closer Walk with 
Thee, Amazing Grace, and the Hallelujah Chorus. Instrumentalists (L to R) include John 
Luce, Dan Richardson, Fred Hazen, Bart Valentine, Gary Thogerson, Gary Ihle, and 
Terry Meyer. It was just the beginning of a great four-day celebration, followed by an 
extended day of Youth activities. 

The Exchange, a Washington-based band, consisting of brothers Britt and Jack 
Espinosa, Stephen Bistline and Tyler Mays, served as worship leaders throughout the 
Celebration, with a special concert Monday night following the evening service. The 
Exchange has toured extensively, performed at Creation NW and released singles and 
an album. 

Youth had a strong presence at Summer Celebration once again this year, with about 
150 seated in a reserved section of McGuire during general sessions. Great speakers, 
pre-service and worship music, along with times of discussion and fellowship made 
Summer Celebration a valuable experience. Kudos to the SC Commission members. 

Summer Celebration: Bethel and Kriz to Speak Lynchwood Brass Kicks Off Summer Celebration 

Photo credit Diane Harlow 
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Loudly and Clearly Now: JESUS IS THE SUBJECT! 

Rev. Mark Fast 
Jesus is the Subject: 
Chew on Colossians 1 
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Rev. T. Allen Bethel 

ñJesus is the Subject: ENOUGH.ò 
He is the answer to every question; 
the solution to every problem; 
the supplier of every need. 

Guest speakers also included  
3-Worlds Ministry team members: 
Rhonda & Kelley Philips currently 
stationed in Berlin, and Joshua & 
Audrey Weiger, newly appointed,  
raising funds to eventually be in  
Berlin. Sharing in several sessions, 
the tag team is a good model of  
synergy in ministry. Some current 
views of Christianity: Traditional,  
Non-Western, and Post-
Christendom. Model relationships. 
Be a neighbor. For interesting stats 
and information, check out  
generations.barna.org. 

Rev. Brian Arnold 

ñHow Can the Church 
Minister to Mad Cats?ò 

Let the world hear us sing to the 
Lord of His faithfulness, regardless 

of our circumstances. 

Rev. Teresa Hellstrom 

Itôs Not About Our 
Comfort Zones 

Step out of the boat;  
follow Jesus. 

Rev. Nate Jackson 

ñWhatôs the Score?ò 

Weôre called to get into the 
game, and win. The Gates of  
Hell shall not prevail against 
 the building of Godôs Kingdom. 

Joshua Weiger Kelley Philips 
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Summer Celebration 
Teens arrive, sticking close to each other from 

their own churches at first, then mingle and bond 
with new friends by the end of the week.   

Julie Jackson asked the children to come forward 
to be prayed for, before checking-in for their class. 
Led by Judi Howland, and followed by Aisha Berra, 
the group made their way from McGuire to the WPC 

Library during a brief 
downpour Sunday 
evening. It didnôt 
dampen their spirits, 
though, and they 
donned vests, viewed 
video clips and acted 
out portions of  
Scripture, under the 
direction of Peter 
Howland.  

Their theme for the 
week was ñAgents of 
Truthò. 

 
  ÂÙ  

Centralia, WA Youth 

The E-CONTACT is a publication of the Church of God in Oregon and SW Washington 
PO Box 18000, Salem, OR 97305      503-393-3510  or  800-873-7729          www.orwacog.org 

Rev. David Shrout, District Pastorðdshrout@orwacog.org 
Kay Tira, Editorðcontacteditor@orwacog.org 

Longview, WA Youth 

Mt. Scott COG Youth, Portland, OR 

Peter and Judi Howland led the childrenôs program 

Pastor Aaron Walton did a great job with registra-
tion and encouraging Gorilla, Ninja, Zombie compe-
tition among the youth (an interesting twist on paper/
scissors/rock) as they ñpaired up in threesò during 
one of their sessions. 

Watch for camp reports and more pictures in the 
next issue of the E-CONTACT. 
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A new set of bylaws was approved July 29, during the 2015 Annual Business meeting of the Association of 
Churches of God in Oregon and SW Washington. Chairman Bob Haskell called the meeting to order and appointed 
tellers: Jack Hansen, Terry Shrout, Tim Townley, Linda Gerig, and Mary Hatch. Rev. David Shrout shared some 
devotional thoughts.  

Held at the McGuire Auditorium of Warner Pacific College in Portland, the meeting was open to everyone, with 
98 registered voters present, representing 45 pastors, 41 lay delegates and 12 commission members. Structured 
after a ñgovernance modelò the intent of the newly approved bylaws is to allow for freedom and accountability of 
leadership, while shifting from the General Council to a District Council comprised of appointed representatives 
from all eight regions. 

Pictured above, standing from Right to Left, are the new team members of the District Council: Jackie Scott, 
Chair; Region 1-8 Representatives, respectively: Jim Minkler, Jay Brown, Steve Kufeldt, Mike Harkema,  
Mike Kernutt, Tom Culp, Martin Shrout, and Dave Wilson.  Each  
Region has met at least once, and Rev. Shrout urged pastors to  
encourage their regional congregations to meet together.  

The 2015-2016 Budget passed, 86-10, with discussion about Camp 
White Branch, the District transitional phase, progress toward a  
balanced budget and reduced spending of savings/reserves. Total pro-
jected funds of $197,061.47 include a one-time line item from savings in 
the amount of $27,961.47 during the transition, in order to meet the 
2015-2016 Budget. 

The new District Council will decide, in conjunction with Regions, 
which Commissions function as Task Forces and how funds will be  
allocated. Rev. Shrout presented certificates of appreciation to the  
Executive Council for their work during the transition phase.  

Pictured (from Right to Left, 
standing): Past Chair Bob 
Haskell, Linda Tucker-Bays, 
Reg Gregory, Patty Deacon, 
Nathan Dunbar, and Glen 
Hossler. 

With printed commission  
reports, bylaws, proposed  
budget and ballots distributed, 
the business meeting lasted only 
an hour. Items were also made 
available in advance on the  
District website: 
www.orwacog.org. 

Annual Meeting:  Budget Passed, Bylaws Approved,  
District Council Introduced         By Kay Tira 
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Warner Pacific Welcomes Dr. 
Nichols as New Vice President 
for Academic Affairs 

   After a nation-wide search earlier this year, Rev. 
Dr. Reginald Nichols was selected to take on the 
role of Warner Pacific's new VPAA. Dr. Nichols 

brings a wealth of 
diverse experience in 
improving student 
learning, 
empowering urban 
communities, 
facilitating study 
abroad, serving first-
generation students, 
and fundraising. For 
the past 30 years, he 
has served as a 
senior educational 
executive and 
international / global 
program initiator in 
the United States 
and around the 
world. 
http://

www.warnerpacific.edu/welcome-dr-reginald-nichols
-warner-pacifics-new-vice-president-for-academic-
affairs/ 
 

Warner Pacific Honored for 
Educational Excellence 
   Warner Pacific was honored as a College of 
Distinction for the upcoming 2015-16 school year.     
   The College of Distinction designation is given to 
select schools to honor their excellence in student-
focused higher education. 
http://www.warnerpacific.edu/warner-pacific-honored
-for-distinctive-educational-excellence-by-national-
college-guide/ 
 

Warner Pacific Knights Hosting 
DFB (German Football 
Association) Coaching Course 

   The Knights are hosting international coaching 
instructor Oliver Page for a week-long course to be 
held in Portland on August 3-7. Participants will 
receive a Certificate from the DFB (Deutscher 
FuÇballbund - German Football Association) upon 

completion. 
http://www.wpcknights.com/news/2015/7/2/
MSOC_0702153748.aspx?path=msoc 
 

Early Learning Preschool 
Accepting Fall 2015 
registrations 

   The ELC Preschool at Warner Pacific has 
openings for Fall 2015. The ELC  also provides, 
under the guidance of a director and qualified 
teachers, a play-based, anti-bias, Christ-centered 
preschool program for young children in the 
community. 
http://www.warnerpacific.edu/about/early-learning-
center/ 

 
Free Movie on the Lawn - Saturday, 
August 8, on the AF Gray Lawn at Warner Pacific 
we will screen The Lego Movie (PG). The movie 
starts at dusk, but enjoy a free concert by POPgoji 
starting at 6:30 pm. Bring snack, a blanket, and 
jacket - oh and the kids! 
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/
article/489142 
 

Oregon Private College Week 
at Warner Pacific  - August 3-4 

Interesting in college? Learn more about Warner 
Pacific and other Oregon Private Colleges. 
Register today (free) for a 9 am or 2 pm session at 
one or more schools. 
Go to oregonprivatecolleges.com 
 

Join us at Convocation 
   Tuesday, September 1, at 10 am, in McGuire 
Auditorium. Celebrate the start of the new academic 
year and meet Dr. Nichols, who will deliver the 
keynote address. RSVP: http://
www.warnerpacific.edu/2015-convocation/ 
 

Download Warner Pacific's free 
mobile app (available from Google Play or 

ITunes) and never miss an exciting event or the 
latest news:  http://www.warnerpacific.edu/wp-
mobile/ 

By Kathy Covey, WPC Web 
Content & Marketing Specialist Warner Pacific College News 
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Intro Camp Highlights  By Julie Jackson 
¶ More than usual thank yous and hugs when camp ended. 
¶ Great chemistry between all of us. 
¶ Boston staying in RJ's and my cabin (hasn't happened in years) 
¶ How the Lord worked through me in my presentations and giving me 
ideas to share the Gospel. 

¶ Being at White Branch falls.  I really draw close to the Lord when I sit at 
the falls and ponder and pray. 

¶ Seeing the joy in the campers of their experiences of CWB. 
¶ The satisfaction of a great camp (our 9th one). 
¶ The delight of seeing the changes in the dining room.  The new curtains 
and the new paint on the walls, etc. are fantastic! 

¶ Of course the kids' version would be the thrills of swimming and water 
sliding!  And of course...the tire swing. 

¶ We didn't see deer, but a snake and a frog. 
¶ It is fun to watch which parents take ownership in the mirror craft and 
really get into our 
ABC scavenger hunt 
of what they find for 
the craft.  Kathy 
Dow and a guardian 
from Hillsboro took 
the prize this year! 

Middle 
Schoolers (right) 

kicked off the Summer 
Camp season in mid-
July, with Peter 
Howland as speaker 
and Steve Dow as 
Director.  

 2015 

http://www.orwacog/camp-
white-branch 

Camp White Branch 

 

August 21-23 
Menôs Advance 

Camp White Branch 
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Work continues on the 
multipurpose facility. During 
the business meeting. 
Chairman Mel Neu 
expressed appreciation for 
work crews and support, and 
reported that the repainting 
has been completed and the 
outside of the building will be 
finished soon, Lord willing. 
 Rev. John Kuykendall will 

lead the fundraising efforts 
for the completion of the 
project and loan repayment 
to the Association. Save the 
dateðOct. 11, 2015ðand 
watch for information about 
Pledge Day for CWB. ~kt 
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Five Candidates Ordained at Summer Celebration 

Five ministry candidates 
were ordained during Summer  
Celebration Wednesday, July 
29, 2015. Seated, from left to 
right, are Greg Baker, Peter 
Howland, Djohan (John) 
Kusnadi, Julie Murphy, and 
Doug Shrock. The ceremony 
included a traditional foot-
washing offered by sponsoring 
pastors: Grant Fall, Joe Tira, 
Bruce Steffensen, Rena  
Marvel-Hess, and David 
Shrout. 

The candidates are from  
Happy Valley, OR, Longview, 
WA, Aloha, OR, Vancouver, 
WA, and Redmond, OR,  
respectively. Congratulations 
to the five newly ordained  
ministers. Preach the Word!  

Credentials and Advisory 
Board Chair, Monica Monroe, 
reports that the Board is  
currently working with 21  
individuals in the credentialing 
processðsome are district 
commissioned, and some are 
licensed. 

The District presently has 
161 approved ministers, for 
whom the CAB maintains files 
and performs annual registra-
tion. In compliance with recom-
mendations in the most recent 
Credentials Manual of the 
Church of God, the CAB is  
working toward conducting a 
written review of every  
ordained minister on a five-
year cycle. Churches currently 
open: St. Helens, Rainier,  
Redmond, Klamath Falls and 
Gales Creek, Oregon. ~kt 

Pictured at right:   
District Summer Celebration  

attendees join in prayer, voiced by 
Charles Hunter, as five ministry 

candidates were officially  
ordained at Warner Pacific 

Collegeôs McGuire Auditorium, 
July 29, 2015. 
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 Senior Moments       By Ruth Bissett 

 

Life is like a mountain railway 
With an engineer thatôs brave 
We must make the run successful 
From the cradle to the grave. 

 
Heed the curves and watch the tunnels 

Never falter, never fail 
Keep your hands upon the throttle 
And your eye upon the rail. 

 
Blessed Savior, there to guide us 
Till we reach that blissful shore 
And the angels there to join us 
In Godôs grace forevermore. 

 
As you roll across the trestle 
Spanning Jordanôs swelling tide 
You will reach the Union Depot 
Into which your train will ride 

 
There youôll meet the superintendent 
God the Father, God the Son 
With a happy joyous greeting 
Weary pilgrim, welcome home.* 

 

I have just returned from a short trip so travelling 
is on my mind.  This song paints a picture of our 
journey.  I appreciate the songwriters from long ago 
who expressed so well our experiences in the 
Christian life. The words travelling and trip are other 
words for the journey that we are all on.  One of the 
definitions of journey is: passage or progress from 
one stage to another.  On our trip there are delays, 
detours, speed bumps, stops to rest, to eat, stretch 
our legs or ask directions.  All of us are headed to 
our eternal home and some of us are closer than 
others.  Iôm sure you can think of lots of ways that 
our lives reflect this journey.  So, where are you on 
the journey?  I would encourage you wherever you 
are to keep moving on because these words tell us 
about the end of our journey: 

 
When I come to the end of my journey 
Weary of life and the battle is won 

Bearing the staff and the cross of redemption 
Heôll understand and say, ñWell done.ò 

 

*Editorôs Note:  
Lyrics are public domain.  
Origin is uncertain, but attributed to Eliza R. Snow,1800s. 

Heavenly Dinner: An Angelic Event 

Angels, Gabriel, St. Peter and a cloud of witnesses includ-
ing Abraham, C.S. Lewis, D.L. Moody, Spurgeon, and others 
pitched in to make Wednesdayôs dinner a delightful experi-
ence during Summer Celebration. Organizer Ruth Bissett and 
team did an amazing job. Quartet music, Scripture, skits, and 
a sing-along kept folks engaged as they enjoyed a heavenly 
meal. A capacity crowd enjoyed the event, held in Egvedt 
203. Have you made reservations? Is your name in the Book 
of Life? What a glorious Day that will be!   
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Association ministers met Wednesday morning to conduct business, under the leadership of Chair Linda 
Tucker-Bays, and to verify and share information. An approved list of ministers and churches in Oregon and 
SW Washington was distributed by Credentials Chair, Monica Monroe. Rev. David Shrout provided updates 
from the ChoG Convention (formerly North American Convention), noting a decision for a two-year rotation 
(see related article on page10). 

Rev. Shrout reported that the ñBe Bold Academyò 
was launched during the June convention, with per-
sonal and church online accounts available for a 
monthly fee. Contact Church of God Ministries, 800-
848-2464 or go to beboldacademy.org. 

Rev. John Kuykendall shared information about 
Camp White Branch, noting the need for a point-
person from each congregation as we work toward a 
three-year pledge program. 

Rev. Don Minkler shared information about a  
proposed ministry: ñSchool of the Called Seminary,ò 
specifically geared toward Church of God doctrines, 
and covering methods, philosophy, and the call of God. Taught by Church of God pastors, the coursework is  
designed for 100-200 level classes under the direction of Association Senior Pastors (Resident Faculty), with 
300 and up courses set by the Senior Faculty (Administrator and four senior pastors). Watch for more info.~kt 

District Ministers meet for Business and Fellowship 

Caption 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:  ñThis Association exists to serve and empower affiliated churches and  
ministries to fulfill the call of Christ.ò 
 

VISION STATEMENT: ñTo serve and empower by:  coordinating ministries, providing guidance,  
giving encouragement, supplying information, and offering training, in order to enable churches and 
ministries to mature in holiness, unity, services and growth.ò 
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