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Greetings Friends, 

I wanted to write a note as a follow-up to our Association business meeting and to address some ques-
tions about the decentralizing of the office in Salem. I hope it will answer a few of the questions we have 
received. The Association has signed a lease agreement with New Horizons In-Home Care. New Horizons 
began occupying the building as of September 1st, 2020. Sally Ranton and Valerie Borst and a host of 
volunteers worked hard to get the office ready to vacate by the end of August. I want to again thank both 
Val and Sally for their years of dedicated service and their hard work right up to the end. They will truly be 
missed by all. 

The Association has made the decision to hire Paula Wilson as the Administrative Assistant for the 
Association. Paula has a rich history with the Church of God and our Association and brings a heart to see 
pastors and churches thrive. She is a gifted administrator and will work to make the transition seamless. 
Paula also has a heart for the community of Newberg where she has been working for the past couple of 
years. Pastor Doug Balzer and the River Street Church of God have offered to allow Paula workspace at 
the church, so River Street will be the physical location for the Association on September 1st. Paulaôs 
hours will be flexible, so if you do call the office and do not get a live voice, please leave a detailed mes-
sage and your call will be returned in a timely manner. If you need to speak with me directly, my cell 
phone number is 559-905-4141. If I am not available to answer your call, I will call you back as soon as I 
am able. Feel free to text me but make sure you identify yourself, so I donôt have to guess who is texting. 

At present, we will retain our P.O. Box in Salem and our phone number will remain the same. If either 
of those changes, we will give ample notice to our pastors and churches. 
Please do not send Association mail to the River Street address. Here are 
the specifics: 

Association of the Churches of God in Oregon and Southwest Washing-
ton office address: 

715 S River Street (NO MAIL PLEASE) 
Newberg, OR 77132 
 

Continue to send mail to: 
P.O. Box 18000 
Salem, OR 97305                                                           (continued on pg 3) 

 

The Association of the Churches of God in Oregon & SW Washington | P.O. Box 18000 | Salem, OR  | 97305 
www.orwacog.org | (503) 393-3510 | (800) 873-7729 |  districtoffice@orwacog.org  | Editor, Paula Wilson  
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   Sept 7: Labor Day 

   Sept 12: National Day of Encouragement   

   Sept 13: Grandparentôs Day 

   Sept 22: First Day of Fall 

   Sept 23: See You at the Pole 

Oct 11: Clergy Appreciation Day 

October 12: Columbus Day      

òBe still, and know that I am God;   
I will be exalted among the nations,  
I will be exalted in the earth.ó  

Psalm 46:10 

 

 COVID-19 CHURCH OF GOD EVENT CANCELLATION 

 Cannon Beach Retreat 2020 (advertised last issue) 

Sept 29-Oct 1 Hosted by Vancouver ChurchðBe sure to mark your calendar for next yearôs event 

G L O B A L  P A N D E M I C   |   E C O N O M I C  R E C OVE R Y   |   R A C I A L  I N J U S T I C E 
The NATIONAL CHOG ñChange the Story Fundò exists to help congregations meet local, critical needs like these. 

Your gift of as little as $10 will provide micro grants that empower churches to Change the Story in their communities.  

 

SHAREñtell what your church is already doing 

GIVEñdonate to help local churches change the story in their communities 

APPLYñapply to receive seed money for your churchõs project 
 

Want to know more??  go to Jesusisthesubject.org, click on Resources & then Change the Story 
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Can You HELP??? 
 

Some individuals and churches have been busy helping with projects at the Camp this Summer but there 
are always more opportunities to get away, experience the beauty of White Branch, and help with need-
ed tasks.  There is a work weekend September 4, 5, 6 and 7th and you can sign up by going to the 
website.  If another time is better for you, we are also looking for individuals with specific skill sets to 
come up, at your convenience, to help with a few projects. Details can be found on our website, as well 
as other needs we currently have.  

     https://campwhitebranch.org/needs-list/  

The projects to be worked on are:  repairing cedar fences around camp, painting, minor repairs on     
cabins, clean pool house exterior and patch mortar, fix volleyball court surround,  level ground under  
gagaball court, dig trench by the shop, clean up on the trails, and many other projects depending on the 
skills of volunteers.  We need to follow guidelines related to COVID19 on site and may need to limit 
group size.  Meals and lodging will be provided.  If interested, please email us at  

     volunteer@campwhitebranch.org or call the camp at 877-822-3511.   

 
We are looking to make Camp White Branch the best it can be.  Thank you for your support! 

 
Lisa Switzer 
Camp White Branch Chair 

 
The phone number for the office is 503-393-3510 and the office email will remain the same at     

        districtoffice@orwacog.org. My office email will also remain the same, jdavisson@orwacog.org. 

    I also wanted to let you know that Jackie Scott will be taking over for Ruth Palmer as Recording Secretary 
for the Association. We want to thank Ruth for her many years of faithful service!! Jackie has served the    
Association in many capacities including a recent term as Chair. It is great to have her part of the council 
even though she will not be a voting member. We also want to welcome Jason Mitchell who is replacing Jon 
Nutter as Region 2 representative and Linda Tucker-Bays who replaces Mike Kernutt as Region 5 repre-
sentative. We are still in need of a representative for Region 7. The churches in region 7 include, Community, 
Iglesia de Dios, Kingdom Nation, Maranatha, Neighborhood, Rockwood, and Vancouver. If you know of     
anyone in those churches willing to serve, please contact me. 

    I want to say thank you for your continued support of our Association and for your patience during this   
transition. Our prayer is that the change in office space will free up resources to help us minister better to the 
needs of our pastors and churches and help you make a Kingdom impact in the communities you serve. As 
always, the Association staff is here to serve you, so please donôt hesitate to contact us and let us know how 
we can help. 

Grace and Peace, 

Jerry 

https://campwhitebranch.org/needs-list/
mailto:volunteer@campwhitebranch.org
mailto:districtoffice@orwacog.org
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When Covid hit, Vancouver Church pastoral staff stepped into high gear, strategically identifying 

"service gaps" that could be filled by the people of God to bring real and practical impact to people He 

wants to reach. Three areas of need were quickly identified thanks to a dedicated volunteer force, amaz-

ing community partners, and existing Church of God relationships around the globe. 

 

First, church leadership looked to the global community to identify immediate needs. With the coordi-

nation of Church of God missionaries Don and Caroline Anderson, the VC Mission Action Committee was 

able to send emergency relief to Siliguri, India where food supplies had been cut off in the pandemic. In 

addition, the more recent Beirut bombing brought the need to rebuild homes, schools and churches in 

that area, and Vancouver Church was able to partner with Heart for Lebanon in the distribution of con-

struction supplies and basic needs for displaced families. 

 

Second, the church looked to our local community partners. Instead of creating competing programs 

and services, Vancouver Church partners with different local organizations to coordinate volunteers and 

support existing community efforts. In just six months the congregation increased giving by 6000% (yes, 

six thousand!) to help people right in their own community. Vancouver Church hosted urgent dental clinics 

to keep people out of emergency rooms, delivered food boxes to hungry kids who were normally fed at 

school, sent a constant stream of 700 handwritten notes to a local nursing home, provided money for   

ultrasounds at a pro-life women's clinic, gave support to help those with visual disabilities, worked with    

foster kid programming, gave diapers and supplies to single mothers in need, and contributed equipment 

and funds to a job training program for those dealing with mental health issues. Most recently, the Young 

Adults group packed over 400 backpacks with supplies for an underprivileged elementary school in the 

neighborhood. It's an understatement to say Vancouver Church took the shutdown time to rally around 

community needs outside the four walls of the church! 

 

Third, attention was needed within the church body. The creative, worship and tech teams pivoted 

quickly to create an online platform for Sunday services, and soon after Bible studies, home groups, 

the childrenôs ministry, book clubs, and classes went online, too. The church eventually developed an  

outdoor gathering and drive-in gathering option as well. The annual meeting was even held both in      

person and online. However, a large part of the Vancouver Church population was in the "non-digital" 

generation and unable to take advantage of these offerings. In some cases volunteers were able to help 

people get online from home, but the rest could only be reached by phone. The church quickly rallied a 

phone ministry, where volunteers to date have made over 4,000 calls to keep the church body connected, 

prayed for, and up to date on news and events. 

 

In all, the shutdown at Vancouver Church has been a time to look outward, thank God for all that we 

have to share, have faith for all He is doing that we cannot see, and to do our part to provide evidence 

that "the church" of Jesus is not a building, but a people! 

 

Lori Volkman, Communications Director 

Vancouver Church of God 
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Passing out food in Siliguri, India 

Aid workers from Heart for Lebanon in Beirut 

Vancouver Church community 
food box shoppers 

Vancouver Church Young 
Adults with Sacajawea 
Elementary backpacks 

Staying connected through Vancouver 
Church outdoor gatherings 


